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SUB J : SOUSA E CASTRO ON CURRENT POLITICAL SCENE 

SUMMARY: IN A RECENT CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL MEMBER CPT SOUSA E CASTRO CALLED ATTENTION TO 
THE DEADENING IMPACT UPON ARMED FORCES MORALE OF A 
PROMOTION SLOWDOWN WITHIN THE OFFICER CORPS. SOUSA 
E CASTRO'S COMMENTS ON THE POLITICAL ROLE OF PRESIDENT 
EANES REINFORCE THE VIEW THAT THE PRESIDENT IS FULLY 
AWARE OF THE PITFALLS OF POWER. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN A DEC 9 CONVERSATION WITH EMBOFF, REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL MEMBER CPT SOUSA E CASTRO COMMENTED CANDIDLY 
ON THE DEADENING IMPACT WITHIN THE OFFICER CORPS 
OF A VIRTUAL HALT IN PROMOTION OPPORTUNITIES AT THE 
MIDDLE LEVEL. SOUSA E CASTRO ALSO COMMENTED ON 
THE POLITICAL ROLE OF PRESIDENT EANES. HIGHLIGHTS 
OF SOUSA E CASTRO'S COMMENTS INCLUDED: 

- THE CAREER BOTTLENECK: DEMOBILIZATION FROM THE 
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COLONIAL WARS AND REORIENTATION OF THE ARMED FORCES 
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HAS HAD A DISASTROUS IMPACT UPON PROMOTION PROSPECTS, 
PARTICULARLY FOR MIDDLE-GRADE OFFICERS. THE 
ANTIQUATED PROMOTION SYSTEM CONTINUES TO OPERATE 
LARGELY ON THE BASIS OF SENIORITY. THE RESULT: 

A SERIOUS MORALE PROBLEM WITHIN THE OFFICER CORPS. 

- THE PRESIDENT AS MODERATOR: THE PRESIDENT MUST 
PRESERVE THE PRESTIGE OF HIS OFFICE. HE MUST 

CHART A PATH BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT AND THE DEMOCRATIC 
OPPOSITION. THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE HAVE AN UNFORTUNATE 
TENDENCY TO LOOK TO THE STRONG MAN TO SAVE THEM FROM 
UNPLEASANTNESS. THE CHALLENGE IS TO MAKE THE NEW 
POLITICAL STRUCTURES WORK. DIRECT INTERVENTION 
IN AREAS OF GOVERNMENT RESPONSIBILITY WOULD BE 
MISINTERPRETED IT WOULD ENCOURAGE THE RIGHT. THUS 
FAR THE PRESIDENT HAS HANDLED HIMSELF EXTREMELY 
WELL. 

- NO COALITION NOW: THE GOVERNMENT SUFFERS FROM THE 
NARROWNESS OF ITS BASE. BUT AN ATTEMPT TO FORCE A 
COALITION NOW WOULD FAIL. A PS-PSD COALITION IS 

NOT POSSIBLE; A PSD-CDS COALITION WOULD NOT WORK; 

A PS-PCP IS UNTHINKABLE. IN CURRENT CIRCUMSTANCES, 

THERE IS NO ALTERNATIVE TO THE SOCIALIST 
GOVERNMENT. 

- CANTO E CASTRO LIES: THE FLAP OVER RC MEMBER 
CANTO E CASTRO'S MEETING IN BRUSSELS WITH FNLA 
LEADER HOLDEN ROBERTO WAS COMPLETELY AVOIDABLE, 

CANTO E CASTRO BROUGHT IT UPON HIMSELF BY 

NOT TELLING THE TRUTH. WHEN THE PRESIDENT 
CONFRONTED HIM WITH THE EVIDENCE, CANTO E CASTRO 
ADMITTED THAT THE MEETING HAD TAKEN PLACE. 

- EVOLVING RC ROLE: THE COUNCIL'S PRINCIPAL 
FUNCTION IS COUNSELOR TO THE PRESIDENT. THIS 
ADVISORY ROLE IS PERFORMED COLLECTIVELY AND NOT 
BY INDIVIDUAL RC MEMBERS. THE RC ALSO SERVES 

AS A BUFFER FOR THE PRESIDENT IN HIS RELATIONS 
WITH OTHER POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS. AN EXAMPLE IS 
THE RC CONSTITUTIONAL REVIEW FUNCTION WHICH GIVES 
THE PRESIDENT A READY VEHICLE FOR CHALLENGING LEGIS 
LATION WITHOUT A DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH EITHER 
THE ASSEMBLY OR THE GOVERNMENT. 
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2. COMMENT: SOUSA E CASTRO'S CANDID COMMENTS ON 
THE DEADENING IMPACT OF THE PROMOTION SLOWDOWN 
WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES HIGHLIGHT A SIGNIFICANT 
MORALE PROBLEM WHICH CHALLENGES COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
EANES’S EFFORTS TO STRENGTHEN ARMED FORCES 
COHESION. SUCH PROFESSIONAL CONCERNS, IT SHOULD 
BE REMEMBERED, WERE THE GENESIS OF THE CAPTAINS 
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MOVEMENT WHICH SPAWNED THE APRIL 1974 COUP. 

WHILE THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A DEMOCRATIC GOVERNMENT 
REMOVES AN EXTERNAL RALLYING POINT FOR ORGANIZATION 
OF DISSIDENCE WITHIN THE ARMED FORCES, FESTERING DIS 
CONTENT AMONG THE MIDDLE GRADE OFFICERS LIKE SOUSA 
E CASTRO BEARS CLOSE WATCHING. SOUSA E CASTRO'S 
CONCERNS UNDERLINE THE URGENCY OF THE ARMED FORCES 
MODERNIZATION PROGRAM. 

3. SOUSA E CASTRO'S COMMENTS ON THE POLITICAL ROLE 
OF PRESIDENT EANES ARE ENCOURAGING. THEY 
REINFORCE THE VIEW THAT EANES - AS PRESIDENT. AS 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF, AND AS HEAD OF THE REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL - IS IN FULL CONTROL BUT AWARE OF THE 
PITFALLS OF POWER. 
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